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The Lost Sheep 
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LIKE KAZAMI-SAN _ 

| Sx ]\^ L R ' eHT |j 

3fw 

COME ON, NUMATA- r. '/'^'^ ^ 

SAN/ INVITE ME, 

TOO/ NOT THAT I'M tf ANYWAY, TSUZAKI 
LEAVING HERE/ BUT // KUN, JUST LET M 
AT LEAST ACT LIKE // KNOW IF YOU'D 

YOU CARE/ / LIKE TO ABANDON 

E 

\ J> - / THE BEST WORK- X 

\ / ERS ARE ALWAYS \ 

: WHEN THIS KIND 

/ \U OF thing happens, / 

J / WELL, \ k^AREN'TTHEY?^/ 

•il 

' ^7 

11 






















































































ft 


THOSE KIND 
OF ROOMMATE 
SITUATIONS CAN 
BE A RECIPE 
FOR TROUBLE, 
THOUGH, RIGHT? 


FOR EXAMPLE, THEY 
MIGHT HELP A FARM 
OWNER GET IN TOUCH 
WITH A HORTICULTURIST 
LOOKING FOR WORK, 
OR MATCH UP A SINGLE 
PARENT AND AN OLDER 
PERSON LIVING ALONE. 


THEY DO MATCHMAKING 
FOR COMPANIES WORK¬ 
ING ON PROJECTS THAT 
REQUIRE INTER-INDUS¬ 
TRY COLLABORATION. 

SOMETIMES THEY 
EVEN WORK WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT. PLUS, 
THEY OFFER WHAT YOU 
MIGHT CALL A SHARING 
SERVICE. 




YOU'RE NOT 
WRONG. I'M 
TOLD THAT'S WHY 
THEY TURN AWAY 
PEOPLE WHO ARE 
JUST LOOKING TO 
MAKE THEIR OWN 
LIVES EASIER. 
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APPARENTLY, THEY'RE 
PRETTY CAREFUL ABOUT 
WHO THEY PUT TOGETHER, 
AND THEY WORK OUT 
DETAILED RULES TO MAKE 
EACH MATCH WORK. 


THEY TRY TO MAKE 
SURE THERE'S NO 
IMBALANCE OF POW¬ 
ER. BUT EVEN THEN, 
I HEAR THINGS ONLY 
WORK OUT WHEN 
BOTH PARTIES WANT 
TO BE HELPFUL TO 
EACH OTHER. 






























































WHEN YOU'RE 
YOUNG, YOU WANT 
TO MAKE YOUR 
IDEAS INTO REALITY 
AND EXPRESS YOUR¬ 
SELF. AND THOSE ARE 
ATTRACTIVE GOALS. 


BUT ONCE YOU GET A 
BIT OLDER, YOU START 
THINKING THAT YOU'D LIKE 
TO BE OF USE TO SOCIETY, 
MAYBE IMPROVE THE 
WORLD. 
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WELCOME 

BACK/ 


GETTING TO PARTIC¬ 
IPATE IN SOMETHING 
NEW WAS FUN AT 
FIRST, EVEN AT MY 
CURRENT JOB. 


PORTANT, AND 


THEN I GOT SETTLED 
IN, SO NOW, I JUST 
STICK WITHIN THE 
RELATIVELY NARROW 
LIMITS OF MY ROLE. 


TTT 
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...DON'T WANT TO 
LOSE THIS WORLD 
WE'VE BUILT. 
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SOME PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
KIDS ARE STILL LOOKING 
FOR SEX AND ROMANCE, 
WHILE OTHERS ARE TOO 
FOCUSED ON THEIR CHIL¬ 
DREN TO BE WORRIED 
ABOUT THAT. 


I GUESS THE LATTER 
TEND TO SEE MARRIAGE 
AS JUST A MEANS OF 
RECRUITING A SECOND 
PARENT FOR THEIR KIDS. 
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BUT... 


...I GUESS 
THAT'S A 
KINO OF 
MARRIAGE, 
TOO. 





























































IT WAS NICE 
GOING ON A 
GROWN-UP DATE 
FOR ONCE. 
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Ficus Group 


21F 

Ficus Group 


20F 

Ficus Group 

/ HMM? \ 

1 GODARD? J 

19F 

Godard Japan, Inc. 

v y 

18F 

Haishan Foods, Inc. 

^^ 

16F 

Leonardo Comnanv Japan 
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MAYBE I SHOULD JUST LET THIS 
TURN INTO A NORMAL MARRIAGE... 
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Haste Makes Waste 
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OH YEAH, I 
GET THAT. 



IF IT WEREN'T FOR MIKURI-SAN, I 
WONDER IF I WOULD BE CHANGING 
JOBS NOW, TOO. 



GOD, I DON'T 
EVEN WANT TO 
THINK ABOUT 
WHAT IT WOULD 
BE LIKE LIVING 
WITHOUT HER 
AT THIS POINT, 
THOUGH. 


29 


































































I GUESS I MOSTLY FOCUSED 
ON WORK AND JUST ATE 
WHATEVER. OTHER THAN 
THAT, I'D READ, WATCH 
TV, MESS AROUND ON THE 
INTERNET, STUFF UKE THAT... 
OCCAS/ONALL Y I'D HANG 
OUT WITH FRIENDS OR GO 
SOMEWHERE ON MY OWN. 


I WASN'T 
PARTICULARLY 
UNHAPPY WITH 
THAT. 

I'M PRETTY SURE 
I HAD THE VAGUE 
SENSE THAT I'D JUST 
KEEP LIVING THAT 
WAY FOREVER. 
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THAT DECISION 
REPRESENTED 
A MAJOR FORK 
IN THE ROAD OF 
MY LIFE. 



THAT'S WHEN I 
HAD TO CHOOSE 
WHETHER OR NOT 
TO TAKE ONE 
BOLD STEP. 



I'D BE THE SAME PERSON NO 
MA TTER WHAT CHOICE I MADE .> 
SO I PROBABLY WOULD HAVE 
BEEN MORE OR LESS EOUALL Y 
HAPPY EITHER WAY. 


BUT IT MADE A BIG 
DIFFERENCE IN THE KIND 
OF HAPPINESS I WAS TO 
EXPERIENCE. 
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SO WHEN WE WERE 
CONSIDERING WHAT 
WE'D LIKE TO DO, WE 
DECIDED WE SHOULD 
TRY TO MAKE MONEY 
BY PROVIDING THE 
MEANS FOR OTHER 
PEOPLE TO MAKE 
MONEY. 
























































































WAIT... 



...WHAT'S 
GOING ON? 


I'M GETTING EXCITED. 
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SO HOW 
ABOUT IT? 


CAN I GET 
YOU TO COME 
DESIGN SOME 
BEAUTIFUL, 
FAST, EFFICIENT 
SYSTEMS FOR 
US? 


OH GOD... 









































NOW I HAVE 
TO DECIDE 
WHETHER OR 
NOT TO TAKE 
THIS ONE BIG 
STEP. 
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IT'S REALLY 
GETTING... 


...MY BLOOD 
PUMPING. 
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IT MIGHT NOT 
MAKE ANY DIF¬ 
FERENCE, ANYWAY, 
SINCE WE SPLIT 
THE UTILITIES, RENT, 
AND FOOD BILLS 
IN HALF. 



7 ~aKe-home 
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wow. 
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I WENT 
AHEAD AND 
PICKED UP 
A MARRIAGE 
APPLICATION. 
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CAN I HAVE A 
LITTLE BIT OF 
SPACE? 
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HAVE FADED, 
HAVEN'T THEY? 































































I DIDN'T EXACTLY UNDERSTAND IF THERE 
WAS MEANING IN THAT, EITHER. 


BUT I COULDN'T LET MYSELF JUST 
KEEP GOING WITH THE FLOW. 
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Jesting May Come to Earnest 
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OH, SORRY.' I 
HOPE YOU CAN 
FIND ENOU6H 
MARITAL BLISS 
FOR THE BOTH 
OF US' 



- 72 - 






































































- 73 - 













































































74 







































































75 
















































































I DON'T KNOW. 
I'VE NEVER HAD 
IT, BUT DOESN'T IT 
SOUND GOOD? 


CARROT 
AND ORANGE 
JAM? IS THAT 
GOOD? 


YOU COULD MAKE 
FRESH JUICE OR 
SMOOTHIES OUT OF 
THE PRODUCE THAT'S 
ABOUT TO GO BAD. 



/I 


ril 

1 iaJHH 1 





1 —.... 

1 Ml. 



AND WOULDN'T IT BE 
COOL IF YOU PILED UP 
ALL YOUR FRUITS AND 
VEGETABLES AND SOLD 
THEM INDIVIDUALLY 
LIKE ONE OF THOSE 
OPEN-AIR MARKETS IN 
EUROPE? 


SOMETIMES I'LL GO 
OUT OF MY WAY AND 
GO TO THE SUPER¬ 
MARKET JUST TO BE 
ABLE TO BUY PRODUCE 
INDIVIDUALLY, SINCE I 
ALWAYS END UP WITH 
EXTRA IF I BUY IT BY 
THE PACK. 
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ALL I'M TRYING \ 

TO DO IS KEEP MY 

111 n 11111 iijjj - 

GRANDMA'S SHOP 

ABOVE WATER. I 

DON'T FEEL LIKE 

COMING UP WITH ) 




1 WE'RE SHUTTING \| 

THE PLACE DOWN 

AS SOON AS SHE'S I 
{ GONE, ANYWAY. t= 

W 4 
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SO FEEL 
FREE TO 
SHARE YOUR 
THOUGHTS, 
MIKURI. 


I'LL LET YOU 
KNOW WHEN 
IT GETS AN¬ 
NOYING.' 






































































ACCORDING TO THE 
COMPANY'S WEBSITE, A 
DASH OF GARLIC PASTE 
IS EQUAL TO FIVE GRAMS 
OR ONE TEASPOON, AND 



HOW MANY CEN¬ 
TIMETERS IS IN A 
DASH OF GARLIC 
PASTE? WHEN 
IT COMES IN A 
TUBE, I MEAN. 



ALL RIGHT, I'M 
GONNA CUT THE 
VEGETABLES, 
SO WOULD YOU 
SEASON THE 
GROUND BEEF? 
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DO YOU 
KNOW 
WHAT'S 
UP? 


SO ABOUT 
MIKURI AND 
HIRAMASA- 
SAN. 
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I MEAN, CAN'T 
YOU JUST ASK 
MIKURI-SAN? 
SHE IS YOUR 
NIECE. 




EXPERI¬ 

MENTS? 


...BUT I DIDN'T WANT 
TO ACT LIKE HER 
MOTHER. I WANTED 
TO HANG ON TO MY 
POSITION AS HER 
COOL AUNT. 




THAT'S NOT 
GONNA 
HAPPEN/ SHE 
LOVES YOU, 
YURI-SAN. 
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WHAT THE 
HELL?/ 


SHOULDN'T 
HAVE ASKED. 


Y-YOU'RE 

KILLING 

ME/ 


.1 REALLY 
DO... 


...WANT A 
JOB WHERE 
I'M PAID 
WHAT I'M 
WORTH. 


WELL, THAT 
WAS A FUN 
PARTY, HUH? 















































































WELL, IN 
THAT CASE, 
HOW ABOUT 
A HUG? 


OHHH. 


AGGGH, I 
DON'T WANT 
TO LOSE HIRA- 
MASA-SAN! 


I'M SO 
HAPPY. 





'v / fw 
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DON'T FORGET SHE 
WENT ALL THE WAY 
TO MOROCCO TO 
GET AWAY FROM 
CHRISTMAS. 


CONSIDERING THAT, 
I'D HAVE TO BE A 
MONSTER TO JUST 
DISAPPEAR AND LEAVE 
HER THERE TO CLEAN 
EVERYTHING UP BY 
HERSELF. 



































SO THIS TIME... 


...IT'S MY TURN TO WAIT. 
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Different Strokes 
for Different Folks 
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YASSAN GOT MAD AT ME FOR 
SUGGESTING IT, BUT IF I WERE A 
GREENGROCER, T STILL THINK I'D 
RATHER SELL THE PRODUCE LOOSE. 
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IF THERE WERE A » 
STORE THAT SOLD IS 
PRODUCE LOOSE * 
/A/ NEIGHBOR- « 
HOOD, I'D SHOP ■ 
THERE EVEN IF 
THEY WERE SORT 
OF EXPENSIVE... 


AFTER ALL, WHEN I’M 
COOKING FOR KAZAMI- 
SAN OR WHATEVER, IT'S 
SUCH A PAIN TO HAVE 
TOO MUCH OF SOME¬ 
THING THAT I'LL GO OUT 
OF MY WAY TO SHOP AT 
A STORE THAT DOESN'T 
MAKE YOU BUY PRODUCE 
BY THE PACK. 
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I MEAN, ONE SOLUTION 
WOULD BE TO GIVE 
RAISES TO THE PEOPLE 
WHO DO A GOOD JOB, 
BUT THE EMPLOYER 
DOESN'T ALWAYS HAVE 
THAT KIND OF MONEY 
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IT WAS COM¬ 
FORTABLE TO 
LIVE BEHIND 
THOSE WALLS. 


THEY PROVIDED A 
TRANQUIL PLACE 
THAT WASN'T TOO 
HOT OR TOO COLD, 
WHERE OTHER PEO¬ 
PLE COULDN'T MESS 
WITH MY FEELINGS. 


NO ONE EXPECTED ANYTHING 
OF ME, SO I DIDN'T HAVE TO BE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANYTHING. 


IT WAS A LONELY, BUT 
EASY WAY TO LIVE. 
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NUMATA-SAN WOULD PROBABLY BE 
ANNOYED IF I TOLD HIM THIS... 
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BUT... 


...IF I CAN GO BACK 
TO THAT ANYTIME... 


... THEN NOW IS THE TIME TO 
GET MY FILL OF THE WORLD 
BEYOND MY WALLS. 





I WANT TO KNOW 
JOY SO INTENSE 
THAT I CAN'T 
THINK STRAIGHT... 


...AND PAIN SO 
GREAT THAT IT 
CUTS RIGHT TO 
THE BONE. 




TZZZ 
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Y'KNOW, 

THOUGH, 

KAZAMI- 

SAN. 
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WHAT IS 
IT ABOUT 
HER? 
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GETTING SOME 
LEFTOVER VEGETA¬ 
BLES MIGHT HELP 
WITH YURI-CHAN'S 
GROCERY BILLS, BUT 
IT DOESN'T GET ME 
ANY CLOSER TO 
HAVING AN INCOME 
OF MY OWN. 


NO, I'M NOT OKAY 
WITH IT. I'M ONLY 
WORKING ONE SHIFT 
A WEEK FOR YOU, 
AND KAZAMI-SAN 
HAS BEEN EATING 
OUT AFTER WORK A 
LOT LATELY, SO I'VE 
ONLY BEEN GETTING 
ONE SHIFT A WEEK 
WITH HIM, TOO. 
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IT'S REALLY NOT HARD 
TO MAKE. IT'S SORT 
OF LIKE MARMALADE. 
YOU JUST STEAM THE 
CARROTS, SKINS AND 
ALL, AND PUT THEM IN 
WITH THE SATSUMAS 
AND THEIR CHOPPED 
PEELS. 
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ALTHOUGH, I 
GUESS YOU'VE 
ALREADY SEEN 
ME IN PLENTY 
OF THEM BY 
NOW. 


I MEAN, I 
DIDN'T WANT 
YOU TO SEE 
ME IN SOME 
EMBARRASSING 
SITUATION. 
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IT'D BE NICE IF I 
COULD SAVE SOME 
YOUNG WOMEN 
FROM THE IDEA THAT 
YOU HAVE TO MARRY 
AND HAVE CHILDREN 
TO BE HAPPY. 



- 168 - 














































































The Full-Time Wife Escapist Volume 6, The End 


























Special Thanks to 


Mio Hase, 

my family and friends, 
Kamakura-san, 
Murakami-san, 

Komuro-san, 

everyone who cooperated with my interviews, 


and YOU! 


With Love,Tsunami 
Umino, 2017 

You can follow my work at this blog! 
http://uminotsunami.seesaa.net/ 


Afterword 

This is my forty-third tmKobon. 

A blurb on this booK should mention it, but it’s been derided that 7 he 
Full-Time Wife Escapist Will be made into a TV dramal 

A lot of my readers have pressed interest in s eein9 a TV version, 
and Tve been receivin9 offers of this sort since the series's early 
serialization, so IV really harry to finally be able to share this news 
With youl 

Flore information is on the Way, so rlease looK forward to it. 

Honestly, thou9h, IV more excited than anybodyl 

The last volume seems to have gotten both a lot of rraise and a lot 
of criticism (Which is extremely common for my WorK, anyway), and 
X had a realization about this in the middle of an interview With the 
Website Comic Natalie. 

Xt seems liZe reorle's orinionS on it tend to divide into tWo camrs 
based on whether they've been readin9 the series as a romance 
comic or a WorK comic • 

the reorle Who are readin9 it as a WorK comic understand the 
anxiety ZUKuri-chan feels at the idea of havin9 to do for free What 
she Was 9ettin9 raid for, While the reorle Who are reading it as a 
romance comic thinK it's selfish of her to Want to 9et raid even once 
she's married- 

That Was really interesting to me. After all, that's the very issue 
Tve been 9rarrlin9 With throu9hout this Whole series. 

IV not interested in deridin.9 Which side is right and Which one is 
Wron9, but X Would liKe to 90 on to show hoW our lead CPurle WorKs 
things out for themselves. 

The end is now in sight (rrobabb about tWo more volumes'), so X 
hone you'll sticK With me till then. 

X JuSt hone X can show various Kinds of connections that reorle 
form, including the one between Yuri-chan and haZami-san. 

X got the stuff in charter Zi about hoW the reorle Who do the most 
for the World are the ones Who invent new Jobs from the rsychi- 
atrist YaSufumi NaKoshi-sensei. Xt seems rretty imrortant to me in 
this day and age, When machines are taKin9 over the Jobs reorle 
once did • 


X'm never sure What to Write in the afterword, so let me talK 
about cooKin9. 

fly body isn't absorbin9 calcium very well* partially due to the medi¬ 
cine I'm taKin9- X 9et dizzy shells that seem (iKe they mi9ht be related 
to that, too (X've been to an internalist and an ear/nose doctor, and 
neither of them could fi9ure it out), so Xve been maKin9 my own 
calcium paste to have tor breaKtast. for some reason, that's the 
easiest meal tor me to have the same thin9 every day tor. 

Apparently, it's easy tor your otoliths (part of your inner ear) to 
come unstucK When you're low on calcium. 

Salmon has a lot of calcium in it, as well as vitamin 0, Which helps 
you absorb calcium. X started out by Just Puttin9 salmon flakes on my 
toast, but it 9ot all over the place and Was a pain to eat, so X end¬ 
ed up mbdn9 the salmon flaKes With Water-diluted tofu to maKe a 
paste. X HKe it that Way, since it maKes the taste milder and it's easy 
to spread- Lately, X even throw in some saKura shrimp and combine 
it all usin9 a mXer. that's meant X've been 9ettin9 a lot of use out of 
my Recolte Capsule Cutter Quatre (four blades’)!. 

Ziy usual breaKtast now consists of toast With salmon and tofu 
spread plus cheese on half the bread and salsa With cheese on the 
other half. Sometimes, X'll even make thin9s HKe a savory loaf With 
9rated cheese, edamame, and saKura shrimp in it. X am truly a slave 
to calcium- 

X've also been baKin9 sweets -to relax after worK lateb- 

X baKed a lot When X Was in middle and hi9h school, but X stopped 
doin9 it once X became an adult. But X Went to visit my parents and 
brou9ht bacK an electric mixer and moulds and baKin9 paper, and X've 
9otten back into it. So much so that X bou9ht new muffin and chiffon 
moulds- 

ZtaKing my own sweets, X've realized that they taste better when 
you use a lot of butter and Su9ar. 

But X've decided X'll leave that to the pros when X buy sweets at 
stores or restaurants, for my part, X'm makin9 plain sweets that 
are tasty enou9h by doin9 thin9s HKe substituting avocado or coconut 
oil for butter, uSin9 less Su9ar or Substitute broWn Su9ar or honey 
or mirin, and uSin9 Whole-Wheat flour. 

Once the Weather warms up, X'd HKe to use the KaUirushi brand ice 
cream maKerXWas given last year-to maKe homemade ice cream 
uSin9 seasonal fruits and canned 9oodS- 

Zou can substitute avocado or coconut mUK for cream. And 9reen 
fruits HKe Watermelons 90 Well With avocados. Loauats, plums, cher¬ 
ries... Oh god, X can't Wait! 

X've filled the pa9e, so X'll leave it at that. 

See you in the next volume!. 



WHY DID YURI START CRYING, AND WHY WAS KAZAM! 
ACTING THE WAY HE DID? 

WHAT'S GOING TO BECOME OF THESE TWO ONCE THEY EACH 
FIND OUT HOW THE OTHER REALL Y FEELS? 

AND WHAT'S GOING TO BECOME OF TSUZAKI AND M/KUR/'S 
SEPARATE LIVING ARRANGEMENTS? 


COMING SOON! 













Yasue, page 70 
[70.1] 

Yassan’s name is Yasue. Yassan is a nickname. 


Hilcomaro, page 96 
[96.4] 

Yuri is referring to a Japanese entertainer and food 
reporter who goes by the name Hikomaro. He’s known 
for using unusual metaphors to describe the food he eats. 
One famous example of this is when he commented on 
a kaisendon (a type of seafood and rice bowl) he ate in 
Hokkaido by saying, “Wow, it’s like a treasure chest from 
under the sea!” 



Kakiage, page 146 
[146.3] 

Kakiage is a type of tempura where a variety of ingredi¬ 
ents, including vegetables and often seafood, are fried in 
strips. 
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